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Abstract 

Democracy as the most widely accepted form of Government cannot thrive without political 
stability and effective electoral system. This can be accomplished if there is adequate voter 
education to enlighten the electorates and other stake holders in the polity on the need for effective 
political participation. This work is targeted at orienting and re-orienting voters on the electoral 
process in Nigeria. It also created a platform to educate voters on political participation as well as 
emphasizing on the factors that determine voting behaviour in Nigeria electoral process. The paper 
considers the possibilities of the voters to imbibe good democratic political culture and possible 
features of sustaining them to have a favourable political stability and national development. 

 
 
 Democracy according to one time American president Abraham Lincoln is the “Government of 
the people by the people and for the people”. The importance of this is that government is not abstracted 
from the people and to achieve this, citizens must participate in every process of government. It is the 
most widely accepted form of Government and cannot thrive without electoral system. To accomplish 
good democratic system, that is devoid of rancor and acrimony, voters should be adequately educated 
ranging from political participation, electoral system, governance etc to enable them know the importance 
of political participation to achieve a favourable democratic system which will lead to National 
development.  
 

Voter education as the name implies is the combination of activities to help voters make rational 
choices about candidates and ballot measures, and then carry out those choices accurately, effectively and 
orderly when voting. It involves informing voters about the candidates, what a ballot will look like, how 
to use voting machines, where polling booths are located, how to register, and how to cast their votes 
properly to record free and fair election that leads to political stabilization. 
 

Political stabilization according to Rodee (1983) is the process by which individuals are 
introduced to the nation’s political culture, this ideal makes them to learn political facts and form political 
values which are essential in stabilizing democracy and governance in a political environment. 
 

Voters’ education is the bedrock of political stabilization in Nigerian democracy as the level of 
knowledge on the electorates in the polity maters a lot as it makes the electorates to understand the 
consequences of voting. That is why this paper is captioned need for voter education in political 
stabilization of Nigerian democracy. 
 
Orientation and Re-Orientation of Voters  
 Voter orientation is a vital instrument for achieving political stability and national development. 
When the citizens or the masses are properly oriented on political involvement or electoral process 
through direct or indirect outreach, it enhances their political participation which results in good 
democratic process and political stability. Direct outreach to the masses could be by person to person 
contact during pre-election campaign by the political parties and government agencies such as National 
orientation agencies and civil society group. Inter personal contact can be enhanced through proper 
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canvassing and dissemination of political ideologies to the masses by other stakeholders involved such as 
the political parties, independent National electoral commission (INEC), National orientation agency, 
Civil society group etc. Indirect outreach to the masses could be by assisted media processes such as 
television broadcasting, community radio stations, local newspapers, bill boards, posters etc.  These can 
also assist in disseminating political information to the masses in order to orient or re-orient them on the 
electoral programmes in an electoral process, create room for political stability which results to national 
development. 
 
Political Participation and National Development 

“Government belongs to the people” this is a democratic ideal in any democratic setting. If 
citizens do not participate indirectly in government activities, policies and general conduct of 
governmental businesses, democracy is not tenable. Politicians believe that people can be governed 
indirectly through their elected representatives. They believe that choosing the right leaders through 
election is the only practical way of sustaining democracy. Another school of thought believes that direct 
democracy as practiced in ancient Greek city states allowed citizens meet and make decisions of 
governance. According to Ginsberg (1986) political parties could be seen as those actions of private 
citizens by which they seek to influence or support government and politics. This participation is both 
conventional and unconventional political participation. Conventional political participation is when 
citizens wear party badge, party dress and carry party flag and banner to political rallies as well as pasting 
of campaign posters on the streets. Whereas unconventional political participation is writing political 
slogans on church walls as well as hoisting party flag in hospital buildings. Janda (1989) clarified 
conventional and unconventional political participation as thus: Conventional political participation is 
relatively routine behaviour that uses the institutional channels of representative government especially 
campaigning for candidates and voting in elections. 
 

On the other hand, they gave unconventional political participation as relatively uncommon 
behaviour that challenges or defies government channels. For instance voting and writing letters to public 
officials are examples of conventional political participation where as staging sit down strikes in public 
buildings and chanting slogans outside official’s windows are examples of unconventionality used by 
powerless groups to gain political benefits while still working within the system.  
 
   Following the above attributes of political participation, education of the voters on political 
participation is very vital as it will help them to know the advantages of participating in politics and 
thereby involve themselves directly in politics, as Ezeani (2004), stated that to bring about democracy and 
to afford opportunities for political participation to the citizens is to educate and socialize him politically. 
As a matter of fact, when the citizens are directly involved in politicking, political stability and national 
development is enhanced. 
 
Factors that Determine Voting Behaviour in Electoral Process 

About thirteen years ago, when power was handed over to a democratically elected civilian 
regime after many years of military misrule, the hearts of Nigerians were filled with joy, excitement and 
hope; May 29, 1999 was a significant day in the political history of Nigeria that marked the dawn of a 
new life, free society, economic prosperity, improved standard of living and most importantly, respect for 
rule of law, which had eluded the country in the past three decades. 
 
    However, it became apparent to Nigerians that the major challenges’ facing the nation was to 
consolidate the democratic process by transiting from one democratic dispensation to another. Thus, 
electoral violence and fraud remain in negotiating list of every administration hence continuing to exploit 
and loot the national treasury. 
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     According to Jide  (2009), electoral fraud refers to any illegal interference with the process of 
an election which tend to affect vote counts to bring about a desired election outcome, whether by 
increasing the vote share of the favoured candidate, depressing the vote share of rival candidate, or both 
(Wikipedia, 2008). Electoral fraud is probably as old as elections themselves. It involves rigging, tugging, 
kidnapping, assassination, forging of electoral materials among others. However, this act takes place in 
virtually every democracy but the extent to which this is managed determines the level of political and 
economic development of such people. In Nigeria, electoral fraud is so pervasive thus; the level of 
political development is rudimentary.  
   
  According to Oji (2000), determining factors of voting behaviour vary from one system to 
another depending on the degree of political development couple with the preponderance of political 
antecedents. The inherent political culture, the centripetal and centrifugal forces as they prevail in 
different systems are instrumental to the pattern of voting behaviour of a group. In advanced democracies, 
voters are guided by a lot of consideration which forms the party choice affiliations. 
This is in contrast to the prevailing voting circumstances in developing countries like Africa, which is 
devoid of articulate and consolidated voting patterns. However, there are factors that determine voting 
behaviour at any point in time. 
 
A. Primary Group Influences: This is face-to-face relationships between individuals. The family, 
friends, work associates, peers determines voting patterns and these are imperative in designing political 
ideas and affiliations. 
 
B. Class: class is being determined by such factors like income, occupation, education, parental status 
and general style of living. 
 
In Britain, the middle and lower classes which constitute less than 40% of the population are more aligned 
to the conservative, whereas the working class and the lower class generally are more inclined to the 
labour party. But in America, class considerations are less regarded. 
 
C. Religion: In the developed countries like United State of America and Britain there are no religious 
parties. However, in the USA Catholics and Jews are generally supporters of the Democratic Party but in 
Nigeria, Muslims are always supportive of their members when contest is between a Muslim and a 
Christian and Christians equally behave alike. 
 
D. Ethnicity and Race: Voting patterns in many multi-ethnic countries are based on ethnic factors. For 
instance, in African countries, the struggle for supremacy and control over the decision making organs of 
governments among different ethnic group have generated a lot of conflicts and mutual distrusts among 
these groups. Each group struggle to dominate others. 
 
E. Issues: Voting in developed countries is now less influenced by class or party affiliations and more by 
issues and events which they consider significant. Voters are now being guided by issues of political 
economic security, health, housing, education etc. and sincerity of a party handling these key issues and 
problems in a country on the  basis of past records, party programmes and credibility of leaders. 
 
    But in Nigeria and other African countries these issues of optimum importance are not yet taken 
cognizance of and this is being attributed to the very low level of consciousness arising from low voter 
education, high incidence of poverty ideological bankruptcy and deprivations. While in America, there is 
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a strong link between the performance of the success of any party in power is somewhat guaranteed if the 
economy and politics is flourishing which will now result to political stability and national development.  
 
Conclusion 

According to Enem (2006), political education can help one to cultivate the spirit of nationalism 
and guard his country jealously to produce good leaders and turn dormant citizens to active, patriots. This 
is done through positive criticism of government policies and actions. 
 
 This paper believed that political stability and national development can only be achieved in a 
true democratize setting where every citizen is a stakeholder that is characterized by political equality that 
is devoid of corruption, rancour, acrimony, brigandage and dichotomy. To achieve this integral unionism 
in Nigeria, the electorates should receive regular and adequate education on political and electoral issues 
to enable them to take rational decision while participating in electoral process. This will help to stabilize 
Nigerian political system that will lead to nascent democracy and national development. 
 
Recommendations 
 According to Uchendu (2012), stabilizing democracy for national development is an issue which 
should be of concern to all and sundry. It is however very important for the electorates to play a very 
significant role in ensuring required national development. It is against this background that the writer 
recommends that the participation of Nigerian citizens in electoral process such as voting is a vital 
instrument to achieving political stabilization in Nigeria. It is therefore of great importance that voters 
should be given proper education on voting pattern to motivate them to participate fully on voting 
process. This will according to Agaba (2010) reduce drastically the notion of political thuggery, violence, 
rigging etc which are instruments of political instability and underdevelopment. The recommendations are 
therefore summarized as thus:  

a. The citizens should be given adequate education on the need for political participation. This will 
help them to have full support to the government and their policies as they will see themselves as 
part and parcel of the government. 

b. Government agencies like National Orientation Agency, Independent National Electoral 
Commission as well as Civil Society Groups in Nigeria should reach grass root level to disseminate 
information about political issues to the electorates. This dissemination of political information can 
also be emphasized through the establishment of community radio station in every community in 
Nigeria using their local languages. In addition, organizing town hall meetings through the 
community leaders is also a good instrument to enlighten the voters on political issues for effective 
democratization. 

c. There should also be need to educate all the stakeholders including the political parties to sell their 
ideologies to the electorates in a manner that is in accordance with the electoral laws to avoid 
misleading information to the electorates. 
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